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Abstract 

Swimming is a sensory dense activity which is impossible to describe and collate 

comprehensively, no matter how many measurements are scientifically recorded. Ephemeral, 

moment to moment stimuli animate perceptions, many of them in the emotional realm and 

below consciousness. How do you deal with this data? In addition some people are more 

attuned to and aware of the sensational information coming to them, providing them with a 

bigger library of understanding. However it is quite clear what a swimming experience is, for 

which there are metaphors, and words to share it. What has this got to do with the fate and 

function of libraries in the 21st century? I’m not sure entirely, but I do know that the terms 

information, perception and fluidity may have some clues. 

 

Biography 

An advocate of lifelong learning, Shane completed a Masters of Environmental Management 

at University of Tasmania in 2010. Her thesis was on the Social uses of Public outdoor 

swimming pools. Not content with that, she completed a photo media Masters of 

Contemporary Art (June 2012) at the UTAS Academy of Arts Launceston. Her artistic 

photography of swimmers underwater is a beautiful mixture of art and instruction. She is a 

member of the Art of the Olympians group of athlete artists. 

 

In 2014 she began a PhD at Victoria University, Melbourne, examining the popular activity 

of swimming in Australia. The qualitative study is asking people about their values, attitudes 

and meanings of their swimming experiences. Shane Gould MBE, takes her place in 

Australia’s sporting heritage as one of the world’s greatest female swimmers. She swam at 

the Munich 1972 Olympics, and is still the only woman ever to win 5 individual medals, (3 

gold, all in world record times, plus 1silver and 1 bronze medal.) 

 

From 1971 to 1973 she broke 11 world records in 6 different events. In 1972 she held all 

Freestyle World Records from 100, 200, 400, 800, 1500 and 200 IM which to date, is 

unmatched. Shane received the highest of Olympic honours in 1998, the Olympic Order. 



This international success in the 1970’s caused a world spotlight to be shone on Australia as a 

young emerging nation. In recognition, Shane was world sportswoman of the year and named 

1972 Australian of the year and a National Living Treasure in 1998.  

 

However because of the amateur era of the 1970’s and the immaturity of professional sport, 

she withdrew from competitive swimming when she was 17. Shane turned her energies to 

social and environmental curiosity. She studied environmental science at Murdoch University 

and established a productive sheep and horse farm and alternative lifestyle in Margaret River. 

Shane also had a private family life for 22 years, raising 4 children, now independent adults. 

There are 4 grandchildren now too. 

 

Shane has always loved to swim and race. She swims now for fitness and health, enjoying 

body surfing, ocean races. She lives on the East Coast of Tasmania and swims regularly even 

in cold winter water.  

 

In 2006 Shane was inducted to the International Women’s Sports Hall of Fame in the pioneer 

category and is a Legend of Australian sport. 

 

Her autobiography “Tumble Turns” was published in 1999.  

 

Shane and her husband Milt Nelms conduct a swimming and water safety program in Fiji 

called the Shane Gould Swimming Project. In addition they design, write and deliver 

swimming programs for fearful children in Sweden. 

 

Shane is on the board of directors of the Devil Island Project (part of Save the Devil program) 

and Against Malaria Foundation. She is ambassador for Bluearth, promoting physical activity 

for children. 

 


