
 

ALIA National Library and Information 
Technicians’ Symposium 2015  
Call for Abstracts 

The committee organising the 2015 ALIA National Library and Information 
Technicians’ Symposium, being held in Hobart, Tasmania, 2-4 September 2015, 
invites potential presenters to submit abstracts for papers around the theme 

Right here, right now – it’s a devil of a time in l ibraries 

Delivering l ibrary and information services in a technology connected world, 
providing services to a society with a ‘want it here – need it now’ expectation. 

What are the challenges for the Library and Information Technician in ensuring that 
their l ibrary and information service remains relevant and viable in an age of ever 
changing technology, expectations and the priorit ies of their Institutions? 

Library and Information Technicians have an opportunity to play key roles in 
maintaining the relevance of their institutional l ibrary and information service, as 
well as assist ing in its growth and evolution in an ever changing world. 

The papers, presentations and discussions at the 2015 Symposium will focus on 
highlighting many of these challenges and opportunities. Delegates wil l experience 
the perfect environment to question the perception of ‘a traditional l ibrary’ and 
explore what the future may hold. We wil l be seeking papers on topics that highlight 
the role of the Library and Information Technician in this ever changing and 
demanding environment. 

We would encourage all Library and Information Technicians to consider submitting 
an abstract to present a paper to your peers at this well-respected and enjoyable 
symposium. It is a great professional development opportunity. 

Further information, including topic suggestions and the application process, 
follows.  

The final date for abstract submission is 27th February 2015. 
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If, after reading the information contained within this Call for Abstracts document, you have any 
further queries, please do not hesitate to email the organising committee at 
alialibtech2015@gmail.com with the subject line “Att: Program Committee”. 

Here are some suggested sub-themes and topics in which you may have insights and experience 
to share with and challenge your peers at the Symposium. 

Endangered 

Library/information services, like the Tasmanian devil, are facing challenges. The information 
environment is constantly and rapidly changing with new technology and global connections. 
The economic climate means reduced budgets. People expect service and information delivery 
to be fast and convenient. Online education is increasing. Institutions face challenges. 

• Is a ‘traditional’ library sustainable in this digital age? 
• Can you put the industry under a microscope or hold up a mirror to show our weaknesses? 
• What challenges or threats do you face? 
• Do these threats make you feel like you are ‘between the devil and the deep blue sea’, or 

do you see an ocean of opportunities? 
• What are the psychological effects of continual change? 
• What are the new realities? 
 

Evolving 

Library and information services need to adapt to the changing environment to stay relevant, 
retain a unique position and thrive in the new information ecosystem. 

• Can you inspire us to see and act on new opportunities? 
• Are you offering new or improved services? Are you diversifying? 
• Has your service been redefined or changed its focus?  
• Do staff have expanded or redefined roles? How is this managed and developed? 
• New business models  
• Partnerships, mergers; sharing resources; cooperation and collaboration 
• Relationships with competitors  
• How and why are physical spaces altering? 
• How is technology shaping services? Becoming automated, mobile, virtual? 
• How are collections changing? User and provider created content? Digitised content? 
• Open access, open commons, free online 
• Supporting 21st century learning 
 

Engaging 

Library and information services need to earn the attention of potential clients who are hyper-
connected, time-poor and want services ‘right here, right now’. 

• How do you ensure your services are visible, attractive, convenient and easily accessible? 
• Delivering services ‘wherever and whenever’ they are needed 

mailto:alialibtech2015@gmail.com
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• Marketing and promotion; communicating value and changing people’s perceptions  
• Providing niche services; customising services 
• Getting to know your potential clients and meeting them where they’re at 
• Can you anticipate or imagine what clients need and give it to them before they ask? 
• How do you personalise technology or humanise online interactions? 
• Social media tools, interactive websites, function-enhanced catalogues 
• Library as the ‘go to’ destination (virtual and physical); staff as the ‘go to’ people 
• ‘Wowing’ your customer and being remarkable 

Exploring 

Library and information services need to keep on exploring what the future holds and find ways 
to proactively participate in and shape it to ensure their future. 

• Taking risks, innovating, experimenting and evaluating 
• Becoming nimble, responsive 
• Advancing and expanding capabilities with technology – what’s around the corner? 
• Which staff skills, qualities and attitudes will endure? 
• Which library features will remain and grow in the future? Which features will die out? 
• Developing a futurist outlook 

Abstract Submission 

Email submission is the only method of receipt of abstracts. Each abstract submitted must be an 
original work and not previously presented in any form at other conferences or symposiums. 

Abstract submission is the initial submission of your idea for a paper to be presented at the 
Symposium. 

Please submit your abstract no later than 27th February 2015. 

All abstracts submitted for consideration must be sent to the following email address: 
alialibtech2015@gmail.com. Use the following format to name your file: <surnameALIA15>, e.g. 
SmithALIA15. 

In the subject line, please mark it “Att: Program Committee”. You may wish to press the read 
receipt button on your email program to ensure you receive confirmation that the abstract has 
arrived. 

Please don’t hesitate to email the committee at alialibtech2015@gmail.com (with “Att: Program 
Committee” in the subject line) if you have further queries. 
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Confirmation of receipt of abstract 

You will receive an acknowledgment confirming receipt of your abstract via email. 

Please contact alialibtech2015@gmail.com (with “Att: Program Committee” in the subject line) if 
you wish to make any changes to your abstract up to and no later than the submission deadline 
of 27th February 2015. 

Feedback to abstract authors 

All abstracts submitted will receive feedback by 21st March 2015. 

Abstract Acceptance 

• Acceptance or otherwise will be at the discretion of the organising committee, following the 
review process for abstracts (see below). 

• After abstracts have been accepted, we will request submission of completed papers 
Information regarding these, including the options of peer review or mentoring, will be 
forwarded with the acceptance letter. 

• Peer review process for completed papers: Reviewers will be chosen from the library and 
information community and will be independent experts in their chosen field. Written 
comments are received from each reviewer for each paper. Papers requiring revision will be 
returned to authors for the required changes. 

• Mentoring process for completed papers: Mentoring is not a peer review process. The 
presenter can arrange a mentor of their choice to assist and advise them on ways to improve 
the paper. 

• Final completed papers (of accepted abstracts) must be submitted no later than 3rd July 
2015. 

Type of presentation 

A paper describes and discusses work the presenter is doing or has done in relation to theory and 
practice. Papers are generally delivered in a lecture style and presentations will run for 
approximately 30 minutes, including introduction and questions. The audience will be limited by 
room capacity. The room will be set up in theatre style. The content is descriptive and can be 
supported by audiovisual material. 
 

Format of abstracts 

• Author(s) name(s), organisation, position(s) and full contact details (postal and email 
addresses, phone) are required with presenting author(s). 

• Abstract is not to exceed 300 words and must be in Times New Roman 12 point font with 1.5 
line spacing. 

• Biography is not to exceed 50 words. 
• Title/abstract of proposed presentation should clearly indicate the content/topic. 
• Submissions must be in a form of a paper and can be supported by audiovisual material.  
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• Time allocated for presentations will be 20 minutes (with 10 minutes for introduction and 
questions). 

• Papers must not have been published, accepted for publication or presented elsewhere 
prior to this Symposium. 

Review process for abstracts 

Reviewers will rate proposals on a four point scale, 'Poor, Fair, Good, Very Good', and will also be 
asked for collective judgments on acceptance. They will either:  

• Accept as is (minor corrections may be made by the organising committee)  
• Accept with minor revisions to be made by the author(s) (specify)  
• Accept after major revisions (specify)  
•  Reject  

Final decisions on acceptances and on publication and presentation formats are the 
responsibility of the organising committee. 

Suitability to the Symposium theme – 35% 

Importance and interest of the topic to delegates; potential to stimulate interactive discussion.  

Academic merit – 50% 

Appropriately chosen, researched and documented methods, logical presentation and analysis 
of results, findings, inferences and conclusions. Creativity, leadership and excellence in 
professional practice, demonstrated in teaching, staff development, program or institutional 
development, educational media or services developments, or learning skills services. 

Standard of writing – 15% 

Clear and logical presentation, appropriate style, freedom from errors, ease of reading, correct 
grammar and spelling, use of non-sexist language, appropriate abstract, conformance with 
specifications for referencing, length and format details.  

All presented papers will be published on the ALIA National Library and Information Technicians’ 
Symposium 2015 website after the Symposium. PowerPoint presentations may also be submitted 
for inclusion on the website, but are not a substitute for the full paper submission. 
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Important dates 

• Abstract submission (and any changes) required by 5.00 pm ADST 27th February 2015 
• Complete paper (of accepted abstract) required by 5.00 pm AEST 3rd July 2015 
• No amendments to papers after 5.00 pm AEST 21st August 2015 

Important points 

• Potential presenters should note all costs to attend the Symposium must be met from their 
own resources.  

• At least one author of the accepted Abstract is expected to attend and present their paper 
at the Symposium.  

• All Abstracts accepted will be published on the ALIA National Library and Information 
Technicians’ Symposium 2015 website before the Symposium.  

• All correspondence concerning abstracts, papers and presentations must be sent to: 
alialibtech2015@gmail.com, with “Att: Program Committee” in the subject line.  
 

For detailed information about the Symposium, please email us at: alialibtech2015@gmail.com or 
visit the website: http://alialibtech2015.wordpress.com/ 
 

Organising Committee for 2015 

Pauline Lister (Co-Convenor) 
Rachel Adams (Co-Convenor) 
Elizabeth Barnard 
Diana Brockett 
Lidia Foley 
Lynette Heier 
Kay Hughes 
Jennifer Johnson 
Sally Murdoch 
Prue Senior 

http://alialibtech2015.wordpress.com/
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